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Topic Responsible End; Germany time

Start 18:12

Welcoming Dorothy

Introducing the organisers and opening the seminar Dorothy/ James

General Information on  Child Labour James 18:44

Child Labour in Ethiopia Simon Plettner

Covid-19 accelerated Child Labour in the different sectors in 
Uganda

Esther Arinaitwe 19:55

Q&A and General discussion Jeremiah/Dorothy/
James

20:20

Feedback James/Jeremiah 20:26

Video on International Justice Mission (IJM) Dorothy 20:32

Close down 20:35



How Covid-19 has accelerated Child Labour in the 
different sectors in Africa, SDG 16 

Topics

• What is Child Labour

• Facts about Child Labour worldwide

• Child Labour and causes in Sub-Saharan Africa

• Covid-19 and Contribution to Child Labour 

• Negative Side of Child Labour
• Ending Child Labour



What is Child Labour? 

According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), child labour is defined as
work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential and dignity and is
harmful to their physical or mental development. The age of the child and work
done play a big role

Children mostly in 
family farms are 
working as part of 
training for their 
future and aiding 
family income



Child Labour  Index - World 

Source: filipspagnoli.wordpress.com

According to the ILO , 10.06.21

152 million children are trapped in child
labor globally. 88 millions of them are
boys and 64 million girls

73 million of them do Hazardous work 
which includes forced labor, 
prostitution and working in mines

72.1 million children are in Africa, 62.1 
million are in Asia and the Pacific, 10.7 
million are  in the Americas; 1.2 million in 
the Middle East and 5.5 million children 
in Europe and Central Asia 

48% of al victims of child labour are aged
5 -11 yrs



Africa with the youngest population in the world

Source: www.statista.com

Challenge:
Decent work for this 
very young 
population



Countries with highest % of Working 
Children (5 – 17 yrs)



https://www.eclt.org/en

Over 70% of child labour worldwide is found in
agriculture and some of the most common risks
for children working on farms include handling
pesticides and fertilisers, carrying heavy loads,
and unguarded machines.

Fishing, forestry, 
livestock herding and 

aquaculture



Child Labour in Sub-Saharan Africa

Source: ILO

% and number of children aged 5 to 17 
years in child labour

Hazardous work includes forced labor, prostitution and working in mines.



Sectors for Child Labour in Sub-Saharan Africa  

Services sector (11%) 
8.1 million

Child Labour

Agriculture (85%) 61.2 
million 

Industry and mines 
(4%)2.7 million



Major Causes of Child Labour in Sub-Saharan Africa

Income shocks for example 
in agricultural sector. Lack 
of credit facilities

Causes

Poverty – primary cause
Due to Adult 
unemployment 

Parental attitudes towards 
education and failing education 
systems (many primary school 
dropouts

Urbanisation – children 
occupied with selling products 
or begging on streets



How COVID-19 is affecting work against Child Labour

 Families may turn to child labour to make up for lost income
 School closures during lockdowns add to the risks, especially for 

children in vulnerable situations. When children leave school and 
enter paid employment, it can be very difficult for them to resume 
their education

Testimonies from 81 children in Ghana, Nepal, and Uganda who have 
been pushed into child labour indicate that their families no longer 
had sufficient food; they were working to get enough to eat. Many 
reported long and arduous work, lasting up to 16 hours a day.



How COVID-19 has Accelerated Child Labour in 
the Construction Sector 

 Circumstances that promoted child labour include: 
Restricted movement. (Total closure of public and private 
transportation).

 Migration of constructions labourers in fear of being 
affected by Covid-19.

 Shortage of food in homesteads
 Lack of money to buy even basics in life
 Shortage of labour to work at construction site
 Child labour can be considered as cheap labour

One of the children who was working at a construction site in Kireka, Wakiso District, whom I only 
identified as Obina, 10, said: “Working at a construction site is better than just staying home without 
food. This is an opportunity for me to provide my family with some food.” 



Increased pregnancies in teenagers 

Source

Masaka region with 75, inhabitants registered 
in first lockdown (2020) 1,065 pregnancies of 
schoolgirls between 12 to 19 years

Source

Kabale district with 44,600 inhabitants 
registered 723 teenager pregnancies 
within 7 months 

Effects of school closures during Covid-19 lockdown  
Example Uganda



Negative side of Child Labour

Effects of Child Labour

Limitation – physical and mental development

No good future

Deprivation of opportunity to attend school



SDG 8.7  Ending Child Labour

SDG Target 8.7 calls on governments to:

"Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate
forced labour, end modern slavery and human
trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination
of the worst forms of child labour, including
recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025
end child labour in all its forms."

Countries have committed to ending child labour in all its forms by 2025, but progress is
not on track to meet this target. Eradicating child labour globally will not be achieved
without a breakthrough in Sub-Saharan Africa, and particularly in agriculture.



Global Progress against child labour

Source: ILO



Progress against child labour according to region

Source: ILO

Sub-Saharan Africa lies 
behind other regions



End Child Labour

12. June

Pursuing community mobilization and sensitization

Protecting vulnerable populations in situations of 
conflict and disasterWhat can be done ?



Ending child labour

Local
local level 
interventions to tackle 
child labour by getting 
kids back into school, 
supporting rural lively-
hoods and improving 
access to decent work.

National
collaborating with national 
partners to coordinate and 
strengthen efforts and close the 
gaps in child labour fighting 
activities. All individuals must 
work together to prevent, 
report and respond to child 
protection cases at varying 
levels.

International
Aligning with worldwide 
standards and working 
together with global 
partners to bring real 
change for farmers, 
families and children in 
areas where child 
labour takes place.

Creat child protection eco-systems



How was the Zoom - Event?

Feedback from Participants after the event
17 Participants 

Very good; 
90%

Good; 10%



Feedback from Participants after the event
17 Participants 

What impressed you most by the zoom event?
• Main speakers were very good (64%)
• Event was well organised (55%)
• Participants from different areas (36%) 
• Leant a lot from the event (36%)
• Open discussion was very good  (9%)

What suggestions do you have for the organisers for the coming zoom events?
• Organise more of such events (82%)
• Make the events shorter (36%)
• Invite more participants from different countries (27%) 
• Invite more speakers (9%)


